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 GREEN DREAM

A MILLION SHADES OF GREEN
IN SUUTHWEST ETHIOPIA

by — Chuck Adams
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Yo wake up -';11'['.' in the morning toa cho

rus of black-and-white Colobus monke
barking out territorial grunis.
At [ dream '..'.'_.-.' :

You sit at breakfast, watching

the steam

from your cup of jebena buna imatate the
atn rising from the dense forest canops
surrounding vour hotel
Conld this e real?
You ride a horse to a hot springs, duck

ler a natural |l1i|‘.;-.'. track a El!':'l - of linns

eop i the jungle, and nltimately discoven
that|
.\,II:I nevel -|-.r||'“ I"\:I\1|'II

4! I?

dnidi BE
This dreamland is known as the Kafa

opia has a million shades of green

zone Located in the oft-overlooked south-
west corner of Ethiopia, Kafa may lack the
histoneal rock-hewn chimchies of the North,

the nbhbling lava of the East, or the guar
anteed -|L||-h|1|- of the South, but it hias a

t quality that any curions traveler can
Addis,

like some paid

appreciate. All just a day's drive fro

Okay, so I u

promoter of the Kafa Cultiire and Todirism

Office, bait this is far from the truth. 'm a
volunteer Bnglish teacher who has been

serving the past two years at the Bonga

College of Teachers Education. To be fair,
the roads out here can be atrocious, the
bus service uncomfortable and the water

norexistent at h

Is. Compared t

L f.l-:']hm]:

Hawassa resorts or glitay digs overlooking

the Gondar castles, Bonga's hotels only
offer si1x rooms capable of a hot shower.
Let me be clear: there is a reason Kafa is
‘off the map’, but that also may be a part
of its charm and allnre. And, 10 any case,
the tourist infrastrictime is iinproving, qes
|I|'|' [ il!‘l(l ¥ 'I'\-i-il si E.‘\ Tk "Ill:'\.' At ed |‘-||-'|Ir|i|
nescessity for Kafa's tourism, it 15 an ecolog
ical necessity for all of Ethiopia.
According to the Nature and Biodiversity
Conservation Union (NADRBU), currently

only about two percent of Ethiopia’s orig-

' percent

inal forest cover remains and fift
| thiopia.

at 15 located 1n southwe

of
NABU has been promoting the region for
years, and, in 2010, it was instrumental in
v lobbying UNESCO for recog-
nition of Kafa as a Wild Coffee Biosplier

slCoesst

Reserve, noting that the area 15 a blend of

Ee

unique cultural heri
I|I'I£il' amd ;_-.-n--ri.- diversity of coffea ara

Vi
amdst rare afromontane clowd foresi.
However, UNESCO only offers inter

natio recognition, not protection from

tleforesia which contimnies at a I'e':.;ll]'ll'

pace, Inonder to protect these precions for-

and Jimma

ests from the charx odl. :ll'ca‘:il';"_
stoaol industiies, money miust be made from

their non-timber forest products (honey,

:-\.|_li.|-.'.‘-. offec) and their cco-tourism
potential, i—nr"n-'.".n-m-, unless locals see

the benefits of conserving the biosphere
reserve, it will look like the rest af '|-I'|::|-:||l1.'-
i1 the vears to come.

NABL underst

it is working hard with the Kafa Culture

ands this very well, and

and Tourism Office, local Partici

oy
Forest Management teams and regional
businesses to Llu'iril:m' Kafa for its debut
o the world travel circuit. Road signs have
Been posted at strategic locations through

out the region to direct g ivate vehicles to

attractions, wildlife view

E I?I.'l”.lll'!ll-\- have

Beei eiected at wetlatids, a National Coflee &

as the center of

Musenm is set for completion i 2014, a visitor's center will be

completed \\':lllitl the vear, and the road from Addis ro Bonga will

alao be completely asphalted. But the largest draw to the region

may prove to be 1]'-1". ripped from the Havar playbook.

“The growing popularity will be to see the local population of
African lions’ ", says Mesfin Tekle, project coordinator at NABL,
Enown by locals for several years bt IIIJI_'l. recently “‘discovercd®
by sciennists, the African lions are umgue in inhabiting the dense,
Jungle environment of Kafa. Mesfin says that a local man has been
feeding the hons for vears, so NABU 15 looking mto whether tlos
hman and lion interaction can be withessed by tourists, like the
Hyena Men of Harar, only (hopefully) nsing less invasive means

e huly For all this s Booga, loecated 100 km southwest of
Jimma. In Bonga, the main attraction will be the impressive
MNational Coffee Musenm, where visitors will be able to examimne
the story of coffee from 1ts orgins as a humble bean to 1ts world-
wide appeal. The coffee musenm can be combined with a trip to
the Kafa cultural musenm and the local coffee-processing center
ter et the full ]':I|IEIII|

an coffee |'.‘:|h'l":-.'1ln. e. In addition, several day

trips lie within reach of Bonga that 1 can recommend:

Dediben Hot Spring
This is the most developed and accessible hot spring in the arca.
e trailhead starts about 24 km north of Bonga on the road to
Gesha, and drops down through thick forest for about 5 km on
thie way to this boiling stieatin. Hotses can be attanged locally to
make the exenrsion that much more =|'|i-:|'||' and easy on the feet,
Locals with health |?I'r.:-|l.l.'|||:-» have set npa -u:'llli-|:|'l1ll.|1:|'lll camp
next to the springs, so vou'll ikely be sharing the healing waters
with others, N

vay o sce the i"]:l.~|_:lJI|'ll' TeSoTVe.

rtheless, it makes for a pleasant and refreshing

Alem Gono Werlands

Halfw ay between Bonga and Gimbao, the Alem Gono wetlands

attract & bounty of wilidlife to its expansive plains at all tines of
day, but early morning or late afternoon are the best fimes for a
chance to see several vanreties of monkevs l:'i]Il.'l'.1-:|iI!JL; the rare De

Brazza's monkey), varions antelopes such as reedbuck and duaiker,
olive baboons, and four types of mongoose. The viewing platform

gives good views, however, hinoculars are essential for avid hirders.

Barta Waterfall
Bonga's closest natural attraction is the Barta waterfall, a three

to fouir hotr trek (round-trip) from the center of town past le

rests atud 1nbo a vast bowl
¢ terns and dense veg tation. The
waterfall 15 a sheer 80m drop and 15 breathtalang when at full

neighborhoods, towering cucalyptus §

of basalt columns lined with f1

force in the rainy season. 1 would recommend taking advantage of

iI|I(|

the newly-Imilt shelter at the waterfall to pack a picnic luncl
we o the lookont for Afncan harner lmwks and white-cheeked

Mracos: colninon visitors to the area. On YOUT way laack to towi,

aTI-'II in the home of Mirutse Habteman i=1|r*._ “The |:|I|II|'_"."..'=I'|_‘.". whio
IIJ.I:\I'hII'III..'l. the purest, llsl}{i.ll':"\-‘l |._II.|:IK.\. honey from his I.'Ii'\'l.'.‘-.hdljcl
I abead (0917 010 366 ).

will glacdly show vou his process if vou o

MNational Coffce Muscum
The National Coffee Musetim has been a long time in the works,

3 et )

bt its lmlking behemaoth I,'||I'E'|I to resemble a ||.||!i.'1-c|r|:|:_.-;-.

Justifies its slow constiiction. When complete, it will be a world

class atfraction. Visitors can learn about the history of Kafa, view

irtifacts related to coffee history and preparation, compare several

different coffee '|I|.1UI varieties from all oven |.:'hi.l:lEl'i:11 Al conduct

research i a well-stocked hbrary.
Open Air Muscum

Still vnder construction in the forests above Bonga, the Open
Air Museum will exhibit endemic plants, a reconstruction of

the Ki of Kafta’s Palac F.y and may even somedav acoommodate

toirists for a full-immersion Kafa experience. »
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Makira Wild Coffee Forcst

Birthplace of coffec? Yeali, you can find it here in Kafu: the
Makira woreda, about 12 km south of Bonga. IF vou are short
on time and not in good enough fitness to trek 8 km through
(1] I||1Il|:1|i|l','_ i.i(l.‘\-l.l]ll'!l',, E'I'"' your visit i the dry scason [': Ictober
through March], when a velucle can drive to within a fve-minute
walk of the Maother Coffee Tree, believed to be the oldest coffee
tree 1 the world. Nearly attractions imclude: the Anderacha Saint

Medhanialemn chiurch, built in 1897, and God™s Bridge, a natural

bridge carved out by the powerful Dicha River, reac

ta-mimite walk through the forest.

Wush Wuash Tea Plantation
I'is 1250-hectare plantation cultivates logh-quality tea. Wlale
samples of its divine brew can easily be had all over Ethiopia,

to visit the plantation is to see rows upon rows of the vibrant

green plants demarcating the contonrs of the 1|:-'.|illi_'_ hills where

it's situated; a dizeving sight to behold, A guided tonr and visit
inside the tea prog I':".hi"IE |_'l'|.III1‘ still 1 -:|I|;I|-'-. an official letter from
Addis Ababa but Illll.ll't-'lll'.' this Process w 1l be smoothed out
the future. For now, anvone can freely walk the grounds and
watch the harvest

How To Get Ta Kafa

Bonga is 446 km from Addis on a road that 1s ninety-five pel

cent asphalt. The drive typically takes from eight to ten hours in

te vehicle. Due o the ronugh roads fouind 1o the avea, a 4x4

A PrIve

vehicle is recommended, though any private vehicle can make ir
to Bouga, where local transport options can be found. You can
break up the trip by spending a night in Jimma, either by taking
the Selam or Skv private bns services, or by flying with Ethiopian
Airlines (Sundays, Wednesdays, and Fridays). For troe purists,
there 15 a daily direct bus service between Addis and Bonga depart

ing from Autobus Terra.

Accomodation
Kafa Coffecland Hotel: The best lodging option in Bonga
town offers clean rooms with private hathrooms for 120-180

birr, depending on the room. Has a relaxing restanrant avea with
ile '|i.'i|-:|‘- lnnich and ||ir||||': -|J:-'1-:|1|‘-. Tuat i' i-‘ recofmended to eat
breakfast ontside, as it 13 over |!-:il.-.'|:|. 0473 310 010

EKDA Guesthouse: Rooms at this newly renovated, tastefully
designed and lushily landscaped property 1 ki east
range from 100 birr for a standard double/twin to 200 birr for
deluxe sites with private terraces. At the moment, only breakfast
is available, ut a restaurant is planned. 0920 732 146, hanga,
gresthonse@gmail. com @

of Bonga town

TOUR GUIDES, CAR HIRE & OTHER INFO
s Office: 0473 310 48570473 310 T88/0473

Kafa Culture & Tom
310 150

Rainbow Tours: 0113 717 944, hitprainbon.midroc-ceo.com
Parachse Tours: 0115 513 494, r'.'.’.’.r-‘.' ::'||'||'..r-‘r.'.".'.'n"."w'e'rrr.'."--rlf.'u.rru'r.‘
Kiban Tours: 0116 626 214, Ritpwawwkilranionrs.comn

Kafa '|’ii||-.]:-|:-: re Tourist Website: hittp:wmne kafa-Inosphere com




